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1 INTRODUCTION 

 This Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 

(Biodiversity) has been prepared by Clarkson and Woods Ltd. on behalf of INRG 

Solar (Little Crow) Ltd. in support of the Environmental Statement (ES) for the 

construction of a ground mounted solar park and associated battery storage at 

land proposed to accommodate Little Crow Solar Park near Scunthorpe, within 

the North Lincolnshire Council (NLC) administrative area.  

 This plan sets out the environmental protection procedures for undertaking 

works associated with the proposed development; specifically dealing with the 

protection of habitats and species during the construction phase. 

 At this stage, the plan has been prepared as an outline document since details 

of construction personnel and the practicality of the recommended measures 

are not fully known. It is recommended that this outline CEMP (Biodiversity) is 

reviewed and amended where necessary as a condition of the Development 

Consent Order to ensure the information and instruction contained within is 

appropriate. 

 This plan has been informed by ecological surveys and the following 

corresponding reports: 

 Environmental Statement – Chapter 7 Ecology and Nature Conservation– 

Little Crow Solar, Santon, Lincolnshire (Clarkson & Woods, August 2019) 

(Document Ref: 6.7 LC ES CH7). 

 ES Appendix 7.1: Extended Phase 1, Arable Plants, Great Crested Newts 

& Water Vole – Little Crow Solar, Santon, Lincolnshire (Clarkson & Woods, 

July 2020) (Document Ref: 7.22 LC TA7.1); 

 ES Appendix 7.2: Wintering Bird Surveys – Little Crow Solar Farm, 

Scunthorpe (Clarkson & Woods, July 2020) (Document Ref: 7.23 LC 

TA7.2); 

 ES Appendix 7.3: Breeding Bird Surveys – Little Crow Solar Farm, 

Scunthorpe (Clarkson & Woods, July 2020) (Document Ref: 7.24 LC 

TA7.3);  

 ES Appendix 7.4 - Bat Survey Report – Little Crow Solar, Scunthorpe, 

Lincolnshire (Clarkson & Woods, July 2020) (Document Ref: 7.25 LC 

TA7.4); 

 ES Appendix 7.5: Badger Survey & Assessment – Little Crow Solar Farm, 

Scunthorpe (Clarkson & Woods, July 2020) (Document Ref: 8.1 LC 

TA7.5); 

 ES Appendix 7.6: Great Crested Newt Risk Avoidance Method Statement 

– Little Crow Solar Farm, Scunthorpe (Clarkson & Woods, July 2020) 

(Document Ref: 7.26 LC TA7.6); and 
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 ES Appendix 7.8: Landscape and Ecological Management Plan – Little 

Crow Solar, Santon, Lincolnshire (Clarkson & Woods, July 2020) 

(Document Ref: 7.28 LC TA7.8); 

 This CEMP (Biodiversity) outlines measures to prevent impacts on retained 

habitats and protected species; thus avoiding offences being committed under 

relevant legislation.  The purpose of this plan is to:  

 Plainly identify known risks to preserving habitats and/or the function of 

the site for protected or notable species and implement the mitigation 

outlined in the ecological report; 

 Clearly set out when and where ecological supervision will be required; 

 Identify ecologically sensitive areas (biodiversity protection zones) and 

indicate where protective buffers/fencing is required; and  

 Identify roles and responsibilities for undertaking the work in relation to 

protecting biodiversity on site during the construction phase. 

 It is the responsibility of INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd. to arrange for the work 

outlined in this document to be undertaken to ensure all prescriptions are 

fulfilled. It may be appropriate to conduct updated ecological surveys to inform 

the delivery of this CEMP to ensure that the recommendations made are still 

relevant. 

 Layout plans for the site (Document Ref: 2.10 LC DRW) were consulted in the 

preparation of this plan. 

 This outline CEMP (Biodiversity) follows the guidelines set out within the 

Biodiversity – Code of Practice for Planning and Development, British Standard 

42020:2013. 

 A separate Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) (Document Ref: 

7.28 LC TA7.8) has also been prepared for the site, which covers the continued 

protection and enhancement of the ecological features associated with the site 

during operation.  
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2 RESPONSIBLE PERSONNEL & LINES OF COMMUNICATION 

2.1 Client 

 INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd. are to be responsible for the implementation of 

this CEMP (Biodiversity) and shall liaise with the Ecological Clerk of Works 

(ECoW) to commission and arrange an ecologist’s input or site attendance, 

where required. 

 Should management on the site change, new personnel will be made aware of 

and action this CEMP. 

2.2 Site Manager 

 To be confirmed. 

2.3 Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) 

 An ECoW is required to support the development and ensure that INRG Solar 

(Little Crow) Ltd. adheres to the requirements of this CEMP (Biodiversity) to be 

legally compliant.   

 Ecological queries should be directed to Clarkson & Woods Ltd, contactable on 

01934 712500. Where another ecological consultancy is employed to fulfil this 

role, any ecologist must be suitably qualified, have at least two years’ 

experience and in receipt of suitable training in how the responsibilities of the 

ECoW are to be discharged. 

 The ECoW will be responsible for delivering the prescriptions requiring 

ecological expertise during construction. They shall assist and advise INRG 

Solar (Little Crow) Ltd. in their adherence to the requirements of this CEMP 

(Biodiversity). 

2.4 Contact Details 

Client INRG Solar 

(Little Crow) 

Ltd. 

Tom Harlow, Managing 

Director 

INRG Solar, 93 

Leigh Road, 

Eastleigh, 

Hampshire, SO50 

9DQ 

Contact Email:  

 

Main 

Contractor 

TBC TBC TBC TBC 

ECoW 

 

Clarkson & 

Woods 

Primary Contact: Peter 

Timms 

 

Overbrook 

Business Centre, 

Poolbridge Road, 

Blackford, 

Somerset, BS28 

4PA 

Contact Email: 

 

Contact Telephone: 01934 712500 

 

Wildlife 

Rescue 

Centre 

RSPCA 

 

N/A RSPCA Animal 

Welfare Centre, 

Contact Telephone: 01482 341331 
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 Clough Rd, Hull, 

HU6 7PE 

 

Pollution 

Incident 

Contact 

Environment 

Agency 

N/A N/A Incident hotline: 0800 80 70 60 
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3 BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION ZONES 

 For the outer edge of the development, a typical development buffer of 10m 

would be provided between the edge of the Order Limits and the perimeter 

fencing (Work No. 6). This allows the provision of future mitigation planting 

should it be required during the lifetime of the development.  This buffer 

increases to 15m where the Order Limits adjoin Scheduled Ancient Woodland.   

 In addition to the perimeter buffer, the following ecological features (as 

informed through the aforementioned baseline surveys) will be safeguarded 

through implementation of Biodiversity Protection Zones (BPZs) or through 

adoption of sensitive working methods (see Section 5) to avoid and minimise 

adverse impacts during the construction phase. The locations of ecological 

features and BPZs are illustrated in Figure 1. A detailed risk assessment of the 

construction-phase impacts of the proposals upon the identified ecological 

features is provided in Section 4 overleaf. 

 

Habitats: 

 Extensive plantation woodland surrounding the Order Limits, much of 

which is included within locally-designated sites for nature conservation 

and some of which is representative of Plantation on Ancient Woodland 

Sites (PAWS). Smaller blocks of plantation woodland and semi-natural 

woodland also present within the Order Limits; 

 Hedgerows, some of which are species rich and ‘Important’ under the 

Hedgerow Regulations (1997); and 

 Ponds and ditches, some of which are permanently filled with water and 

some of which are seasonally dry.  

Species: 

 Badger setts and foraging badgers within and adjacent to the site; 

 A population of brown hare using the site; 

 Birds breeding in woodland, hedgerows and open fields, including a range 

of farmland bird species of conservation concern;  

 Great crested newts present within pond 330m to the south of the Order 

Limits and thus a Great Crested Newt Working Area established as a 

500m perimeter around this pond; and 
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 Widespread amphibians and reptile species likely to be utilising 

hedgerows, woodland edges, field margins and ditches/ponds. 
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Figure 1: CEMP Plan



 

 

5 Biodiversity Working Method Statements 

 The method statements detailed below relate to the ecological 

features identified in Section 4. Adherence to these method 

statements will ensure that construction activities remain legally 

compliant and follow best practice measures relating to biodiversity.  

 Periodic review of the Method Statements will be undertaken, 

informed by construction-phase monitoring by the ECoW, to ensure 

that the recommendations remain relevant and any required remedial 

action is taken. 
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Ponds 6m from banks Stock-proof fencing 

Ditches 6m from top of bank Temporary Heras/ similar 

Badger sett – main and 

subsidiary setts 
20m from sett entrance Temporary Heras/ similar 

Badger sett – outlying setts 5m from sett entrance Temporary Heras/ similar 

Ground-nesting bird nest 50m around nest Temporary Heras/ similar 

Other bird nest 4m around nest Temporary Heras/ similar 

  


























